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There is great interest in the history of psychology at the present stage of the 

development of psychological knowledge [11; 25]. The books of the 19th century are 

published now, which were fundamental for that era, deep historical and 

psychological studies are conducted. 

One of the little-studied topics is the study of the importance of journal articles 

and journalistic criticism in the development of psychological knowledge in the 19th 

century. Journal articles were a very popular place for discussions. Among the most 

famous magazines it can be called «Sovremennik», «Otechestvennye zapiski», 

«Vestnik Evropy», «Zhurnal Ministerstva Narodnogo Prosveshhenija», «Russkaja 

mysl», «Pravoslavnyj sobesednik», «Vera i Razum», «Universitetskie izvestija», 

«Voprosy filosofii i psihologii», etc. 

A characteristic feature of journal criticism was that when reviewing someone's 

work, the author of the review / critical article revealed his own point of view, his 

own position; The review became an independent work and at times had a larger 

volume than the work on which the review was written. 

Discussions had different structures: one review of someone's work; several 

reviews of work; "review of each subsequent article" (review of the work, article for 

review, article on the article, etc.); review of the work, the author's response to the 

review, the reviewer's response to the author's response, etc. 

Here are some examples of the types of discussions we found in journalistic 

and scientific journals in Russia in the 19th century: 

1) One review of the work: K. Uphues [26] – A.A. Kozlov [9]; 



2) Several reviews on the work: M.M. Troitsky [18] – M.I. Vladislavlev [2], 

S.S. Gogotsky [5], K.D. Kavelin [7], Vl.S. Soloviev [17]; 

3) Review of the work, the author's response to the review, the reviewer's 

answer to the author's answer: M.I. Vladislavlev [3] – A.E. Svetilin [15] – M.I. 

Vladislavlev [4] – A.E. Svetilin [16]; 

4) Review of the work and many responses to each subsequent article: P.L. 

Lavrov [13] – N.G. Chernyshevsky [19; 20] – P.D. Yurkevich [23] – M.N. Katkov 

[8] – N.G. Chernyshevsky [21] – editorial board of the journal "Otechestvennye 

zapiski" [6] – N.G. Chernyshevsky [22]; 

5) Two reviews of the work and criticism of one review by another author: G. 

Lewis [14] – P.D. Yurkevich [24] – M.A. Antonovich [1]. 

In these journal discussions, the problems of the subject matter of psychology, 

the methodological questions of psychological research, general psychology themes, 

which formed the basis for the development of psychology of the twentieth century, 

were considered. 
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